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Instructions: Journey to Graduation 

In an in-class, 5-minute presentation, you will showcase your “Journey to Graduation” which includes your 

Purposeful Work Statement and Vision Exhibition. You may present your “Journey to Graduation” using any 

visual medium you wish (i.e. power point, poster board, scrapbook, website), except written essay format. 

Below are instructions for how to create your Purposeful Work Statement and Vision Exhibition: 

 

Purposeful Work Statement 

You will introduce your purposeful work statement in your presentation to the class and in your visual 

medium: 

1) Identify words/phrases that resonate best with you on Page 3 and record them below under their 

most applicable category. If there are words/phrases not listed that you wish to include below, feel 

free to add them.  

 

What do you love to do? (Gifts)  

 

______________________________  ______________________________  ______________________________ 

 

What are you good at doing? (Talents) 

 

______________________________  ______________________________  ______________________________ 

 

What does the world need? (Needs) 

 

______________________________  ______________________________  ______________________________ 

 

 

2) With your list of words/phrases above, construct a one-sentence statement that defines your work. 

Here are templates to help you get started: 

 

 I will use my gift for _____________ (Gifts) and my talent for ____________ (Talents) to provide the 

world with _______________ (Needs). 

 My purposeful work is to use my skills in _____________ (Talents) and my love for ____________ 

(Gifts) to provide the world with ______________ (Needs). 

 

That which 

you love 

That which 

the world 

needs

 

That which 

you love 

That which 

you are 

good at 

That which 

you can be 

paid for 

Passion Mission 

Profession Vocation 

= Purpose 

Purposeful Work Circle Framework 

How can you be certain about the work you 

are here to do? Is this work connected to your 

talents and gifts, the world’s needs, and your 

desired compensation?  

 

The Purposeful Work Circle provides a 

framework to engage in the purposeful, 

meaningful work you are here to do, using 

your gifts to make a positive contribution to 

those you serve – and ultimately become a 

better person. 
 

 
   FIRST-YEAR STUDIES 101: Exploratory 
 Journey to Graduation 

Purposeful Work Statement and Vision Exhibition 
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Vision Exhibition 

You will introduce pieces of the components below in your presentation to the class and will describe 

each component in your visual medium: 

1) Identify 1 to 3 potential majors and/ concentrations and list specific entry requirements (i.e. GPA 

requirements, prerequisite courses, application materials, deadlines) and additional requirements if 

applicable. Additionally, list which Colleges these potential majors and/ concentrations are 

housed.  

2) Identify self-exploration opportunities (these reflect your interests, strengths, and values) you are 

currently pursuing or plan to pursue in the future either on or off campus (i.e. meeting regularly with 

Career Counselor, finding a staff or faculty mentor, taking more self-assessments). 

3) Identify experiential learning opportunities (i.e. internships, co-curricular activities, leadership, study 

abroad, undergraduate research) you are currently integrating or plan to integrate into your time 

at UTK in the future either on or off campus. If applicable, list any requirements needed. 

4) Identify a potential career(s) and employer(s) related to components 1 through 3 and your 

Purposeful Work Statement. List requirements and/ experiences needed to apply to your potential 

career(s)/employer(s) and starting salary (if applicable). 

5) OPTIONAL: Are there interesting elective courses you would like to take while at UTK? These courses 

are meant to enhance your learning, but do not fulfill requirements for your major or general 

education. List these if you identify any. 

6) OPTIONAL: If you have also identified potential minors or pre-professional tracks, identify what is 

required for completion (i.e. number of credit hours, prerequisite courses). 

7) OPTIONAL: Feel free to include additional information that is relevant to your Vision Exhibition. 

 

Here are resources to help with creating your Vision Exhibition: 

 Previous class assignments (i.e. in-class and out-of-class assignments, Strong Interest Inventory) 

 Center for Career Development Website http://career.utk.edu/ 

 Major Guides: 2016-2017 http://advising.utk.edu/college/2016-2017/  

 UTK Catalog http://catalog.utk.edu/  

 What Can I Do With This Major? http://whatcanidowiththismajor.com/major/ 

 Occupational Outlook Handbook https://www.bls.gov/ooh/  

 

Sources 

Include all sources from where you retrieved your information in your visual medium. These citations do not 

need to be formal. A link to a website will do. 

 

NOTE:  

Remember, you have 5 minutes to present your “Journey to Graduation.” In your presentation to the class, 

it is not required that you list every requirement or component you found in regards to majors, minors, 

careers, employers, etc. This means you will present your Purposeful Work Statement and pieces of your 

Vision Exhibition that are the most important to you. However, in whichever visual medium you choose, 

you must include your Purposeful Work Statement and each component of your Vision Exhibition. You may 

view the grading system for this assignment via our course Canvas site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://career.utk.edu/
http://advising.utk.edu/college/2016-2017/
http://catalog.utk.edu/
http://whatcanidowiththismajor.com/major/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
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Words/Phrases List  

Adapting    Making food/drinks   

Analyzing data   Making music 

Appreciating things   Making people happy 

Arranging    Making people laugh 

Asking good questions  Making money 

Being adventurous   Managing people 

Being fair    Managing time 

Being funny    Meeting people 

Being optimistic   Memorizing 

Bring out the best in others Motivating others   

Building things    Moving 

Buying     Networking 

Caring for others   Note-taking 

Cleaning    Organizing 

Collecting     Painting/drawing 

Coming up with new ideas  Performing 

Compiling statistics   Planning events 

Connecting people   Playing instruments 

Cooking    Playing games 

Coordinating activities  Playing sports 

Creating new things   Programming 

Dealing with pressure   Public speaking 

Debating    Reading 

Decorating    Recruiting others 

Demonstrating   Reflecting 

Designing    Reflecting 

Developing    Remembering things 

Driving     Repairing things 

Eating healthy   Reporting  

Encouraging people   Researching 

Enhancing beauty   Resolving problems 

Entertaining others   Saving lives 

Exercising    Selling/marketing 

Fixing things    Showing compassion 

Future-thinking   Singing 

Gathering information  Speaking different languages 

Giving advice    Spending wisely 

Giving people hope   Starting new things 

Giving presentations   Storytelling 

Having conversations  Taking care of people 

Having fun    Taking pictures 

Healing    Taking risks 

Implementing    Talking 

Including others   Teaching/training 

Inspiring others   Thinking 

Learning rom mistakes  Traveling 

Learning new things   Using computers 

Leading others   Using technology 

Listening    Working outdoors 

Living in the moment   Working with my hands 

Making arts and crafts  Working outdoors 

Making decisions   Writing 

Words/phrases not listed:  

 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 
 

_______________________ 

 
 


